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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR

S8UBJECT: Proposed US Anncuncement on Nuclesr Testing

I, An fmmediate sancuncement that the US planned to
undertake atmospheric nuclear tostz in mid-April would pot, In
our view, substantially affect Soviet judgmemts about the political
and military intectione of the Administration. In particular, thls
&ction probably wculd not alter the Soviet leadsrs' views concerning
the US poosition on disarmament.

2. On the other hand, the USSR would recognise In this move
an opportunity to document publicly its standing accusation that the
US was not sericus about disarmament. Thoe USSR would respend. |
to the anmouncement by declaring that it considered itself free to
test, if its security intereste so demanded. The Soviets would
probably allow some time to pass before nmh.hmﬁm- .
selves, however, in order to maximize thelr exploitation of the
US resumption. mvaouHchrthhmmm
to sabotage the Geneva Conference. They would probably use this
charge to gemerate added pressure for heads of state pcrﬂelptthn
at Geneva, hopeful that the test amnouncemsnt would o put the
US on the defensive that it would have to accept. This ar, gmnt
would probably appeal to maany meutralist leadsrs, 28 well as to
sogments of Western public opinion which are deeply concerned
about fallout hazards and the Imptm'hlehﬂsuathxwonldgm
to the nuclesr arms race.

s. waar.mmwm!dprobaﬂymohoﬂdchu;hg
that the US had wvcoived all prospects for a Summit by its deciston
to resums testing,. Thay obvicusly wish te keep this gambit open
at this time. Nor does it appear that the demand for a Summit has
quite the appeal for world opiniom that it did several years ago. The

m@udl%omw-moﬂoﬂhl%lhnmbw

in large degree dsprived Summitry of its magic as & shert-cut to
eettlemants of major problems. Ths reactions to Khrushchev's ap-
peil to turn the disarmament meeting m.w-mw-m&u
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indicatiens that the US
ve plready been many recog-
4. t m“ "c::u.ghg additional tests and vmlpﬂtdr of
..Ybymnvd“"'” - tet test series of late
nitlon, oV ‘”m.“k.mmm
tosting, that a

to move
tent with & sincere du.m
romume testlng o SR "ol our friends a8 well be 8 DSC
shead with :‘1’;.“"““. els would feel that the UB declsion,
'm';::m on narrow military .{::l:d.. W
Tm vackward tn the disarmament |
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